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Bringing the Wolves Back

In 1995, after an absence of about seventy years, wolves were released into Yellowstone National Park in the United
States. The decision followed years of argument. Conservation groups claimed that the park had lost a key species, while
many ranchers living nearby feared for their animals and their income.

In the years that followed, scientists reported a series of changes. The number of elk, which had grown very large without
a natural predator, went down. In some areas young trees began to grow again along rivers, and with them came beavers
and birds. Journalists described the process as a chain reaction moving from the top of the food web to the bottom, and

short films about it were watched by millions of people online.

More recent research has complicated this popular story. Some ecologists argue that the changes were caused by a
combination of factors, including drought, the return of other predators and human decisions about hunting, and that the
role of the wolves alone has been exaggerated. They do not claim that the wolves had no effect, only that nature rarely
works through a single cause.

What is not in dispute is that the project changed the way people talk about conservation. Before Yellowstone, protecting
nature usually meant keeping people out of an area. Today, many projects aim to return missing species and then allow
the system to organise itself. The debate is no longer only about which animals to protect, but about how much control
humans should keep once a species is back.
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Part A: Multiple Choice |

)
The main purpose of the text is to 0

A.describe a conservation project and the debate about its results
B.explain how wolves hunt
C.persuade readers to visit Yellowstone

D.compare parks in different countries

Why did some ranchers oppose the plan? e

A.They wanted more tourists
B.They were worried about their animals and income
C.They preferred a different park

D.They did not believe wolves existed

According to the text, after the wolves returned the number of elk e

A.stayed the same
B.increased sharply
C.went down

D.disappeared completely

The phrase "has been exaggerated" (paragraph 3) suggests that the effect of the wolves was o

A.completely invented
B.described as larger than it really was
C.measured very carefully

D.ignored by scientists

The ecologists mentioned in paragraph 3 believe that e

A.the wolves had no effect at all
B.several factors worked together
C.the project should be stopped

D.the elk were never a problem

The last paragraph focuses mainly on 0

A.the cost of the project
B.how the project changed thinking about conservation
C.the number of visitors to the park

D.the history of hunting
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In your own words, explain the chain reaction that journalists described. (About 25 words.) e

According to the last paragraph, how is conservation today different from conservation in the past? (About 25 words.) 0
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dispute
species
drought
combination

organise itself
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Part B: Open Questions |
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Part C: Vocabulary |
Word

absence

predator

conservation

ranchers

exaggerated
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Part A :n131no |
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.NTNW OIN N 71TA3 IXINW 1wn'g B exaggerated .4 .C The number of elk ... went down .3
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Part B :7Tin nnaiwn |

3
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Fewer elk meant that young trees could grow again near the rivers, and this brought back beavers and birds. The change
moved from the predators down to the plants.

8 n7xW

In the past, protecting nature mostly meant keeping people away. Today many projects return missing species and let the
system develop on its own.
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