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The Real Price of Fast Fashion

Twenty years ago, most clothing companies designed four collections a year, one for each season. Today, some brands
add new items to their websites every single week. The industry that produces them is often called "fast fashion", and its
logic is simple: design quickly, produce cheaply, sell at a low price, and move on to the next trend before customers lose
interest.

For shoppers, the advantages are obvious. Clothes that once cost a week's salary can now be bought for the price of a
sandwich, and styles that appear on a runway in one month are available in ordinary shops a few weeks later. For many
young people, this is the only version of the clothing industry they have ever known.

The criticism, however, has grown louder. Environmental groups argue that producing clothes at this speed consumes
enormous amounts of water and energy, and that a large share of these garments is worn only a handful of times before
being thrown away. Because the materials are usually synthetic, they do not disappear quickly once they reach a landfill.
Labour organisations raise a different concern: the low prices, they claim, are possible only because production takes
place in countries where wages are low and safety standards are difficult to enforce.

The industry's response is that it gives millions of people jobs and makes fashion available to families who could never
afford it otherwise. Some companies have started collecting used clothes in their stores, or promising to use recycled

materials, although critics describe many of these programmes as marketing rather than real change.

What is clear is that the debate has moved beyond environmental organisations. In several countries, lawmakers have
begun discussing rules that would force brands to report where and how their products are made. Whether such rules will

change the way we shop, or only the way companies describe themselves, is still an open question.
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The main purpose of the text is to 0

A.explain how clothes are designed

B.examine the fast fashion model and the criticism of it

C.encourage readers to buy second-hand clothes

D.compare prices in different countries
J

A
According to the text, the main difference from twenty years ago is that brands now e

A.design four collections a year

B.release new items almost every week

C.sell only online

D.produce clothes in Europe
J

A
The word "garments” (paragraph 3) is closest in meaning to e

A.shops
B.materials
C.items of clothing

D.workers

Labour organisations are concerned mainly about o

A.the quality of the fabric
B.water and energy consumption
C.wages and safety conditions in producing countries

D.the speed of delivery

Why does the writer mention recycling programmes in paragraph 4? e

A.To prove that the industry has solved the problem
B.To present the industry's answer, together with the doubts about it
C.To explain how landfills work

D.To advise readers to return used clothes
y

A
The last paragraph suggests that the writer 0

A.is certain that new rules will change shopping habits
B.believes the debate is over
C.is not convinced that the new rules will change behaviour

D.thinks lawmakers should stay out of the issue
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In your own words, explain TWO advantages of fast fashion mentioned in the text. (Answer in English, about 20 e

According to the text, why do synthetic materials make the environmental problem worse? (Answer in English, about a

omn

11IX7

N17373 N1'Nan 1NXY7 N1wIn7
TNINN

nvo7

NUIJIN X7 YW N7KW

GRADE-UP | 053-621-2940 | grade-up.app

grade-up.app

3

words.)

20 words.)

Part C: Vocabulary in Context |
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enforce
afford
recycled
claim

open question
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consume

enormous

garment

landfill

wages



GRADE-UP | English 5 Units - Reading Comprehension grade-up.app

Part A :n131no |

.B add new items to their websites every single week .2 172 ,N"TWYUNN NN NXKT MNP0 DK, 7TINN X 1'XN 00 PLN B .1

.UInY

.C wages are low and safety standards are difficult to enforce .4 .thrown away Ou1clothes oV f¥11 y'gin C garments .3
.90 110N C or only the way companies describe themselves .6 NPI0 NK N"INK T'AINNANN NN X NA'XN Npogn B .5
.ompann

Part B :7Tin nnaiwn |

7 N'7XW

Clothes are much cheaper than in the past, and new styles reach ordinary shops only a few weeks after they appear on the
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Most fast fashion clothes are made of synthetic materials, so they do not break down quickly and stay in landfills for a very
long time.
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